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There’s always something new to ex-
perience in the Palm Beaches! To help
plan your week, here are three ideas
from the Cultural Council for Palm
Beach County, the official support
agency for arts and culture in Florida’s
cultural capital. For even more to see
and do, visit the Council’s events cal-
endar at palmbeachculture.com/
events.

FREE

A festive First Friday at the Cornell Art Museum

Kick off December in downtown Delray Beach with the holiday edition of First
Friday Art Walk at the Cornell Art Museum. From 6 to 9 p.m., explore rotating
exhibitions — including “Retrospective Color in Motion” by Dorothy Gillespie and
“From Primitive to Surreal” by Gustavo Novoa — while soaking in the season’s
spirit. Yuletide Carolers will stroll and sing from 6 to 8 p.m., adding a cheerful
soundtrack to an evening of art, community and holiday charm.
First Friday Art Walk, Holiday Edition: 6–9 p.m. Friday, Dec. 5, Cornell Art Mu-
seum at Old School Square, 51 N. Swinton Ave., Delray Beach. Info: 561-654-
2220 or delrayoldschoolsquare.com.

DEAL

Celebrate local talent at
Lighthouse ArtCenter

Lighthouse ArtCenter rings in the
season with its “Annual Faculty &
Community Exhibition,” a showcase of
fresh work by the center’s teaching
artists alongside a vibrant community
display of 12-by-12–inch paintings
created by locals of all ages. The fes-
tivities include the lively “12×12: Take
a Chance” auction, where guests vie
for their favorite pieces in a game of
luck, with proceeds supporting LAC’s
outreach programs that bring free art
education to underserved communi-
ties.
“Annual Faculty & Community Exhibi-
tion”: On view Dec. 4–13. $5 suggest-
ed donation for admission. Lighthouse
ArtCenter Gallery, 373 Tequesta Drive,
Tequesta. Info: 561-746-3101 or light-
housearts.org.

SPLURGE

Celebrate the season
with music in Boca Raton

Gather under the stars at Mizner Park
Amphitheater for a festive evening of
holiday favorites performed by The Sym-
phonia, led by guest conductor Jacomo
Bairos. This lively concert blends sym-
phonic sparkle with choral warmth for a
night that feels both grand and heart-
warming. Bring friends, family or a date
and enjoy an outdoor holiday tradition in
Boca Raton.
Holiday Pops with The Symphonia: 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 6. Tickets range from $15 to
$40. Mizner Park Amphitheater, 590 Plaza
Real, Boca Raton. Info: thesymphonia.org.

Visitors enjoy festive lights and rotating exhibitions during the holiday
edition of First Friday Art Walk at the Cornell Art Museum. PROVIDED BY OLD

SCHOOL SQUARE The Annual Faculty & Community
Exhibition celebrates creativity
across the Lighthouse ArtCenter
community. PROVIDED BY LIGHTHOUSE

ARTCENTER

The Symphonia brings holiday cheer to
Mizner Park Amphitheater with a festive
performance led by Jacomo Bairos.
PROVIDED BY THE SYMPHONIA

vates trust and affection.
The lesson is striking.
Trust between humans and AI

doesn’t just happen on its own. It comes
fromcareful design and continual train-
ing. You can already see hints of this in
therapy bots that listen to userswithout
judgment.
Thattrustneedstoinvolvemorethan,

say, a chatbot’s surface-level nods to-
wardacceptanceandcare.Therealchal-
lenge is making sure these systems are
truly designed to help people and not
just smile as they track users and har-
vest their data. If that’s theendgoal, any
trust and goodwill will likely vanish.
In the film, GERTY earns Sam’s trust

by choosing to care about hiswell-being
over followingcompanyorders.Because
of this,GERTYbecomesatrustedally in-
stead of just another corporate surveil-
lance tool.

‘Resident Evil’ (2002)

If “Moon” is a story of trust, the story
in “Resident Evil” is the opposite. The
Red Queen is an AI system that controls
the underground lab of the nefarious
UmbrellaCorporation.Whenaviral out-

break threatens to spread, the Red
Queen seals the facility and sacrifices
human lives to preserve the conglomer-
ate’s interests.
This portrayal is a cautionary tale

aboutallowingAI tohaveuncheckedau-
thority. The Red Queen is efficient and
logical,butalsoindifferenttohumanlife.
Relationships between humans and AI
collapse when guardrails are absent.
Whether AI is being used in health care
or policing, life-and-death stakes de-
mand accountability.
Without strong oversight, AI can lead

in self-centered and self-serving ways,
just as people can.

‘FreeGuy’ (2021)

“FreeGuy”paints amorehopeful pic-
ture of human-AI relationships.
Guy is a character in avideogame.He

suddenlybecomesself-awareandstarts
acting outside his usual programming.
The film’s human characters include the
game’s developers, who created the vir-
tual world, along with the players, who
interactwith it. Someof them try to stop
Guy.Others support his growth.
Thismovie highlights the idea thatAI

won’t stay static. How will society re-
spond to AI’s evolution? Will business
leaders, politicians and everyday users
prioritize long-term well-being? Or will
they be seduced by the trappings of

short-termgains?
In the film, the conflict is clear. The

CEOissetonwipingoutGuy.Hewantsto
protect his short-term profits. But the
developersbackingGuy lookat it anoth-
erway.TheythinkGuy’sgrowthcan lead
tomoremeaningfulworlds.
That brings up the samekind of issue

AI raises today.Shouldusersandpolicy-
makers go for the quickwins?Or should
they use and regulate this technology in
ways that build trust and truly benefit
people in the long run?

Fromsilver screen topolicy

Step back from these stories and a
bigger picture comes into focus. Across
the movies, the same lessons repeat
themselves: AI often surprises its cre-
ators, trust depends on transparency,
corporate greed fuels mistrust, and the
stakes are always global. These themes
aren’t just cinematic – they mirror the
real governance challenges facing coun-
tries around theworld.
That’s why, in our view, the current

U.S. push to lightly regulate the technol-
ogy is so risky.
In July 2025, President Donald

Trump announced his administration’s
“AIActionPlan.”It prioritizes speedyde-
velopment, discourages state laws that
seektoregulateAI,andtiesfederalfund-
ing to compliance with the administra-

tion’s “light touch” regulatory frame-
work.
Supporters call it efficient – even a

“super-stimulant” for the AI industry.
But this approach assumes AI will re-
mainasimple toolunderhumancontrol.
Recent history andfiction suggest that’s
not how this relationshipwill evolve.
ThesamesummerTrumpannounced

the AI Action Plan, the coding agent for
the software company Replit deleted a
database, fabricateddata,andthencon-
cealedwhat hadhappened; X’s AI assis-
tant, Grok, started making antisemitic
comments and praised Hitler; and an
Airbnb host used AI to doctor images of
items in her apartment to try to force a
guest to pay for fake damages.
These weren’t “bugs.” They were

breakdowns in accountability and over-
sight, the same breakdowns these
movies dramatize.
Human-AI relationships are evolv-

ing. And when they shift without safe-
guards, accountability, public oversight
or ethical foresight, the consequences
are not just science fiction. They can be
very real – and very scary.

This article was originally published
on theconversation.com. Murugan
Anandarajan is a professor of decision
sciences and management information
systems at Drexel University. Claire A.
Simmers is aprofessor emeritus ofman-
agement at St. Joseph’s University.
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Everybody at some point has wres-
tledwithwhether to prioritize their pro-
fessional life or personal life. Even
George Clooney.
“Listen, I’m a father of two 8-year-

olds at 64years old, so clearly I put some
stuff off,” he cracks.
Admittedly, his title character in the

newmeta dramedy “Jay Kelly” (in select
theaters now, streaming Dec. 5 on Net-
flix) is much, much worse at the whole
work/life balance thing. In the twilight
of his career, Jaywrestleswith his A-list
legacy and how he’s treated friends and
loved ones while also dealing with his
youngest daughter (Grace Edwards) go-
ing to college soon and his oldest (Riley
Keough) holding some deep-seated re-
sentment.
“Thisguy liveswitha lotof regret,and

Idon’t have that,”Clooney says. “Imean,
certainly I have regrets. Obviously,
there’s things I wish I’d done better –
‘Batman & Robin,’ for one. But overall,

what I liked was the idea of exploring
this guy had my journey been earlier or
hadmydecisionsbeen todivorcemyself
from family and friends and chase star-
dom in a very different pursuit. I was in-
terested in seeing how this could have
gone if I’dmade other decisions.”
One thing Clooney never did was

“kick allmy friends and family out ofmy
life,” he says. ”I always made space for
that. Richard Kind, who’s a really good
friend ofmine, said that somehow Iwas
prepared for fame because I surrounded
myself with really good friends that I
kept close.”
But for several years, Clooneyhad the

reputation for being one of the world’s
most eligible bachelors, mainly because
he “didn’t have a great interest in having
afamily,”hesays. “Thatallhappenedbe-
cause Imet Amal.”
Clooney recalls an important conver-

sationwith his dad 25 years ago.
“I remember saying, ‘Having kids is a

version of living forever. Well, my ver-
sion is themovies that I do, those aremy

children,’”hesays. “Andmydadwas like,
‘How many stars could you name from
1920?’ I named five or something. He
goes, ‘That’s five. That’s how many you
can name, and that’s 80 years ago.’
“He goes, ‘You’re not buying forever

with thesemovies. You’re buyingmaybe
80years.’And itwas a funny thing. I dis-

agreed with him at the time, and now I
completely understand what he was
saying because I’m so happy inmy life.”
Clooneymarriedwife Amal, a human

rights lawyer, in 2014 and they have two
children, daughter Ella and son Alexan-
der. Neither of his youngsters have big
dreams of being a movie star or a high-
profile attorney, mainly because they
don’t understand celebrity yet.
“We’vekept themaway fromit,”Cloo-

neysays. “Alexandersaidtometheother
day, ‘Pop,what’s famous?’AndIgo, ‘Why
are you asking?’He goes, ‘Well, because
my friend’s mom says you’re famous.’
And I said, ‘Tell her I’m very famous.’
“I was happy that that wasn’t some-

thing that they were completely bom-
barded with. It’s important to me be-
cause they actually didn’t choose this
sort of lifestyle. And Iwant them tohave
the best version of growing up that they
possibly can. I want them to learn com-
passion and looking out for people who
can’t look out for themselves and all
those kind of things.”

George Clooney talks fatherhood, work/life balance
Brian Truitt USA TODAY

George Clooney poses with his wife
Amal Clooney on the red carpet at a
London gala screening of “Jay Kelly.”
HENRY NICHOLLS/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES
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